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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the role of media power sources in the development of
sports in Iran. A mixed-methods approach was employed, comprising qualitative and
quantitative stages. First, an initial model was developed using a grounded theory
approach based on the Strauss and Corbin method. This model was then evaluated for
fit using structural equation modeling (SEM). Qualitative data from 15 purposefully
selected sports and media experts were analyzed through open, axial, and selective
coding. Quantitative data were analyzed using PLS software, based on a survey of 276
randomly selected graduate students in sports and media management. The qualitative
findings identified learning power, persuasive power, media specialization, and legal
support as causal conditions. Underlying factors included the capacity for agenda-
setting, generating demand, creating revenue, building trust, establishing authority and
legitimacy, ensuring transparency, and the type of media ownership. Intervening
conditions were categorized into facilitators and obstacles of media power in sports
development. By analyzing the effects of media power in sports media, sports
participation, and sports economics, the study proposes practical strategies for both
fields. The quantitative assessment confirmed the model, with all path coefficients being
significant and a model fit criterion (SRMR) of 0.098 indicating a good fit. This model
provides a framework for analyzing the process through which media power influences
sports development, offering a new categorization derived from the insights of sports
and media experts.
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